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‘ONFIDENTIAL RECORD SHEET .
REGISTRATION AND SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

DATE May 17, 1977

~..

FULL NAME Robert J. Novac
(No initials Lf you can possibly get full name)

ADDRESS __ Ankeny, lowa

CITY Ankeny STA{'K_E lowa . ZIP CODE 50021
DATE OF BIRTH 3X (This is importa;ut ar;d should be exact)
APPROXIMATE AGE 3! {(To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known)
RELIGION Methodist NATIONALITY caucasian

OCCUPATION EMMXXXXKK  “Tedct h oy

EDUCATION
WEIGHT 190 COLOR white HEIGHT 5!'7"
COLOR OF HAIR Brown COLOR OF EYES Brown

OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OR INTERESTS

MARRIED OR SINGLE X CHILDREN no children
(Number, ages, and names, if possible)

WIFE'S NAME none

SCOUTING CONNECTIONS:

UNIT # CITY STATE OFFICE DATE REGISTERED DATE RESIGNED
Troop 182 Ankeny, lowa S m Feb. 1, 1977

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

RECOMMENDED FOR CONFIDENTIAL FILE FOR FOLLOWING REASONS:
CONVICTION OF CRIMINAL CONDUCT O SUBSTANTIATED REPORTS
(]  OFFICIAL CHARGES OF CRIMINAL CONDUCT (REVIEW) [[]  UNSUBSTANTIATED REPORTS

SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND INDIVIDUAL FOR CONFIDENTIAL FILE
AND LIST SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS:

HeleD
AUG 2519

e . ‘
JOSEPH L. AN Signed/ /;%77772 Yo

{ SCOUT EXECUTIVE

PR
Council — ) 2 .y ”::);aﬂnéf“*°‘”
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Septenber 2, 1977

.

Mr. Robert M. Mills 7
-Scout Executive - : e T
‘Mid-Iowa Council, No.l77 o

SUBJECT: Robert J. Novaa

Dear Mr, Milla:r, .
Thank you for informing us of the sentence Mr. Novac received, We.

have now completsd this case and placed this man on file. This ..
information will support our action. We appreciats your efforts

in this area.

Sincerely, - A C i

Paul I. Ernst, Director
Registration & Subseription Bervice

>
:"jk‘
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OMID IOWA CORUNCIL
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

1659 E. Euclid P.0. Box 3376

Phone 515-266-2135 E. 14th Si. Station
Des Moines, lowa 50316

Avgust 25, 1977

Mr. Paul Ernst

Registration Division

Boy Scouts of America

North Brunswick New Jersey 08902

Dear Mr. Ernst:

Reference: Robert J. Novak

In answer to your latest inquiry, Mr. Robert J. Novak - former
scoutmaster from the Mid-Iowa Council has pleaded guilty to a
charge of child molestation and has received in the district a
15 year sentence at the state penitentiary. He is serving tHat

sentence at Ft. Madison according to our latest information.

If you need additional information or would like to have copies of

the court record, please advise.

Sincerely

- , l
<j:/1;j £ 1. Mills
S

cout Executive

RMM:be
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A program for Cub Scouts, Scouts, and Expiorers

National Office—Boy Scouts of America

North Brunswick, New Jersey 08902
Telephone: 201 249-6000

SCOUTING/USA TWX 710-480-6262

May 27, 1977

Mr. Robert M. Mills
Scout Executive
Mid-Iowa Council, No,1l77

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
Re: Robert J. Novac

Dear Mr. Mills:

Thank you for the confidential record sheet and newspaper clipping
concerning the above Scouter. We have added this information to
his file. Please let us know what sentence this man receives. This
is important information and will certainly help support our action

of placing him on the Confidential File,

Sincerely,

(A

Paul-I. Ernst, Director
Registration & Subscription Service

af f//0/77

.
i,
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O\ID IOWA CORNCIL

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

1659 E. Euclid P.0. Box 3376
Phone 515-266-2135 E. 14th St. Station
Des Moines, lowa 50316

June 16, 13977

Mr. Paul Ernst

Registration Service

Boy Scouts of America

North Brunswick, New Jersey'08902

Dear Paul:

Enclosed is the current file on the case regarding Robert Novak
recently placed on the restricted list and formally a scoutmaster

here in the Mid-lowa Council.

The only thing pending now is the sentencing which is to take place
sometime in July. We will mail the results of the sentencing when

it is available.

Best regards,

Robert M. Mills

Scout Executive

RMM/ca

enc: clippings

S
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May 27, 1977

Mr. Robert M, Mills
Scout Executive
Mid-Iowa Couneil, No.l77

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Re: Robert J. Novae

Dear Mr. Mills:

Thank you for the confidential record sheet and newspaper clipping
concerning the above Scouter. We have added this information to
his file. Pleage let us lnow what sentence this man received, This
is important information and will certainly help support our action
of placing him on the Confidential File.

Sincerely,

Paul I. Emat, Director
Registration & Subaeription Service

af
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‘men deny

+Te By Diane Graham- 5
Two former Ankeny school teach-

en “pleaded’ innocent Wednesday In:

"“Polk County District Court to 4 total

" of 20 counts of engaging. !nluclvioul

acts with boys under the age of‘l&. T

Robert Novak, 3, of. Ankeny was.

‘named’ruesdaylnalz-muntmnd

i jury indictment alleging that he did -

2" “fondle or touch” 12 Yoys In a sex-,

* ual. manner between January, 1975,
: and January, 1977. 7 ¢

- John .W. Buck, 25, also of Ankeny.
" was- indlcted - ‘l'nuday om eight =
counts-’ of commitﬁng the same of-
fense: with eight- other/ boys between

 Jun, 19™4, and Novemiber, 1976,

. Novak,“who taughlt junior’ “high
" school sodal studies,} has-
lrom his teaching ‘Buck, .who

. was- a_high, school, usic, teacher,.

. has been fired,” accord g to officials

in the county attorney’ omce. :

Johnston cr txcized

Both men appeared’ before Dlxh
_ trict Judge Ray Hanra‘un

day accompanied by th attomeys,
William * Xutmus and an Ander-
" son. . :

- Buck, criticized Countly Attorney
Dan. Johnston for revealing details
of the grand jury indictrmients to the
news media.

Kutmus safd: “I just| think the

of the grand j was vio-

"lated and Dan (Johnston) is trying
- this case In the news media .

¢ Anderson, who repmeryts Novak,
‘also said he was “extremely sur-
prised” with Johnston's behavlor in
connection with the cases.’

_statements by Kutmus and Ander-
‘son “pot true.” He said he never
‘commented on actual grand jury
"‘testimony, but instead referred-to
what . his office’s invaugauou
showed._.‘“'

“I was reporting the activities of
this office on.-an Important puablic
issue to the public and will continue .
to do that,” he said, adding that he
will not conduct his office in secret.

. He said his commems were not an
atterupt to pre-judge the defendants
prejudice or their trials; ‘'

Johnston met with media repre-

y oy e P
sexcharges

Kutmné who is gepresenting

Roben Novak,. '_r

untatlvel ’I\xmday in his ofﬂce to
discuss the case. .

Johnston sald then .that the in-'
dictments -allege that. Novak and

-

Buck used their respective positions |

as Boy Scout troop leader and
church choir ‘director to make con-
tact with young boys.

Johnston said the alleged viola-
tions occurred at the homes of the

- defendants.
- Wednesday,—Johnston called_ t.h&..,...Novak could not be reached for

_ comment Wednesday on the allega-
tigns and Buck refused to comment.

Trials in May
Novak, whose trial has Been set

“ifor May 23, is free on $10,000 bond.

Buck, whose trial is scheduled for
‘May 11, was being-held Wednesday
morning in lieu of $10,000 bond. -

Buck has been relieved of his

.choir duties at the First United

Methodist Church of Ankeny, and
Novak has been asked to resign

‘from the scouting position he has
. ‘beld for five years.

Novak and Buck taught school in
Ankeny for about two vears.
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~ Scouts ask -
-~ “ex-teacher’
toresign

-+ + By Amy Craig
T " - and Jerald Heth -
., - One of two teachers who recenily
. left. the Ankenyschool system.was ...
- ., asked last month to resign as a Boy
- Scout troop leader, a Boy- Scomt ~
¢ official said Tuesday.
-~ Robert Mills, executive director of -,
. "the Mid-lowa Council of Boy Scouts of
- America, said he received four letters |
- from parents of junior high aged boys -
' concerning Robert Novak,30.. + . =3
i ! Because of those complaints, ...
Novak, a junior high social sindles -
teacher, was asked to resign from the
scouting position he had held for, five
years. b o
Similar complaints, said Ankeny
Police Chief Dennis Ballard, reached
- police in mid-February. “Everything
we dug up, we turned over to the
. county attorney’s office for a grand
-»  jury investigation,” Ballard said. -
* Robert Blink, assistant Polk County *
_ attorney in charge of prosecuting sex .
crimes, said the grand jury will hear -
- evidence about the condilions under
. .which two teachers left the school -
district. - .
. - Ankeny School Supt, Keith Hopkins
. said Novak and John Buck, 25, a high
. -school music teacher, are the only
two teachers leaving the district as of
. now.
.. Buck, who aiso was choir director
'for junfor and senior high youth ahd a ™
leader of a senior youth group at the
First United Methodist Church of
. Ankeny, was relleved of his church .
_duties as of Mar. 5, the Rev. Hugh
. Stone, an associate minister, said
i Tuesday. He refused to disclose the
! eircumstances surrounding that
. action. e
-~ Bath Buck and Novak were
i suspended from their teaching duties .
. in mid-February after school officials
. received complaints about the two !
teachers. - "o :
The “Ankeny School Board voted
~i "unanimously Monday night to fire
Buck, citing “just cause.”.. -~
ws.. . -~ Hopkins said that the school
" would not provide Buck with any rec-
ommendation for future jobs.

N

pourd %,

. The school bodrd At "decldnd: 15 1
, petition the Ilows' Profmloi)llf':;"‘l
i -Teaching Practices Cy [y
j ‘vestigate “whether” Buck should --:N
| Maintain his teaching certificate, - -
! Buck said Tuesday, “1 have no ideg - -
; What parents are
. He said he has
; any incidents
citizens, |

a-"- g
concerned about.” -
not been Involved I ¢
alleged by Ankeny ',

' Buck. who sald be subvtied s " ¢
| reigaiion orposoparaictas
i declined further commentr I his res. .

; ~ Tr7as a teacher would be aed
! . QMN Here.” --' it _:-ets‘:,‘mvw;{

: ovak’s resignation was a b
: last week ccepted
, attended by at a board'_meetug

more than 100
. Novak stated in his resi étter -
; . that he was leaving "forpl:aﬁ::x: best
: , Interests.” Novak was in Chicago, I, -
; _ and unavailable for comn;ent .

. Tuesday,

¢ Hopkins said Tyesd -

. tantial evid ’torecommenday“m at'::t.
: the school board fire Bnck immedi-
i ately, rather than a the resigna- .
- tion Buck submitted twice, - - o
officials fmmpmh

- Hopkins said stat

. hl;'n gnd other e g

: Wiy Buck was fired other than “ip

i. the best Int eny

" school district» O 'f Askeny.
Board President Dr. Lawrence

T e e 4 v,

"W

~ i~
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R county attorney’s office is the prose-

'

0

e County Attorney said Monday;-

"L

p M Rlﬁ.ﬂ 1&

AN

n.mmﬂm ¢ IR .
** The- Polk County. Grand Jury wm X
be.asked this week tb investiate “the
_circumstances under:’ ‘whic two
““teachers’ ate “164ving. the Ankeny .
school system,” an assistant Polk |

Rob Blink, whose assignment i in ihe

. cution of sex crimes, refused to name
i \the teachers and said that “the pi\
‘rameters ‘of- the Investigation have i
~ npt been nailed down yet.””
Blink said he wuassignedtothe
~ case after thé Ankeny Police Depart-

.. ment turned over results of its inves-
»tiga on to the county. attdtney's

of £ -

Ankeny School Supt. Keith Hopkins
said ‘Monday the only, two teachers
Jeavingthe school system as of now

- are'Robert Novak, 30, a junior high
school social studies teacher, and
John Buck; 28, a high school mus:c
teacher.

U Hopkins said that neither of the two

....,....cdmmumty. submitted his resignation-

has -been teaching in the school
system since late February. -

Nmk,whoalsohasbeenaaoy
Scout leader, earlier this month -
submitted' his resignation' to the
Ankeny school board, saying he was
leaving “for my own best interests.”
At a board meeting Mar. 3, the board
accepted Novak's resignation and
placed a Feb. 18 date on it.

Buck,, who also has been the
director of a youth church choir in the

too. However, jiist priorto-that-same
board meeting, he withdrew the resig-
natlon. - '

Supt. Hopkins subsequently notified
Buck that he was being suspended.

A special meeting of the board was

~-- ‘talled"Monday night, primarily to

* allow Hopkins to recommend to the

\ board members that Buck be fired
immediately. .

Prior to thq meeting. however.
Buck resubmitted his letter of resig-
nauon. in, which he said, “I feel'my
career"as a teacher would be better
pursued elsewhere.”

The four board members pment,
after 'a. 30-minute executive session,
first voted unanimously not to accept
the resignation and then voted, also

unanimously, to fire Buck iImmediate-
ly. - P

———

*3 /5/ 77
Grand Jury ,,,,,,
* to mvestlgate_“ “
" school case " i ;f
‘” . nycnUc;c:;n;muncm . ?

R L

. ‘)- zlyiBCWhy
Vit ts ine the best lnteres' .

© certification” of Buck,

- only “on the one teacher whose resig-

Board president Dr. La.
Gray said that in the . exm?::
session, board members

o Tt St aopumef |

Anéeny P ‘.-‘Q"
ray 14 the 10° citiphns”pres
that. “du:qlo the law, "’"""ﬂ?
llttle We CIII teil you mpl"n“ RYee ﬂ
Y1) {f

'Phe!awmwrmentom' 7%
reputauons o( the peop]q involved,”

: hesald

- In one ouler action | L
the board voted ulm gcs‘nglk
a’petition Wwith the Jowa Pmmﬁ
ey 5 e mmiston

e state Depa
Publie Instruction, “to mvartt;:aztﬂg

. Both Novak-and Buck were tbeir
:ec?::g years at the Ankeny. ln
ing to Hopkins, Both are
Hopkins said: State records lu:ilnc?:e'
both are Drake UniVersity graduatu.

Ankeny Pollce Chi
Ballard said earlier Mondea‘ 22::’ 'r'.::
department’s investigatlon was- -
Initlated “after we got some com. .|

plaints from so ’
cxtizena wy ¥ me coucerned

Bauard would not dhcuu u,“""t

nature of the compmm_g, TR
He said -the investigation centered,

nation has bee, '
school board.” 7 accepted by the

Ballard 3aid his officers "ln\} - ’
gated to the point where we thone;gt
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"Ex-teacer

.",.‘:;pleads guilty

B EE R R R LA

-In sex case -

By Diane Graham
Robert Novak, a former Ankeny

. schoolteacher, pleaded guilty Friday

in Potk County District Court to three
counts of committing lascivious acts
with a child under age 186.

Judge Richard Strickler set sen-
tencing for June 24. Novak is free on
$10,000 bond. :

Novak was indicted last month by a
Polk County grand jury om 12
separate counts involving 12 boys.
But in a plea bargaining arrange-
ment, County Attorney Dan Johnston
said he will recommend dismissal of
the other aine counts.

Johnston said the guilty plea was a
“very good resolution” of the case,
since the parents of the young victims
did not want their sons to testify in

_court. } :

L...J’rl May 13,1977  DES MOINES TRIBUNE;___

Johnston said his office refused to -
allow Novak to plead to only'one
charge, sdying he wanted to show it ~

was more than “just an incidental oc- .-

currence.”

- Since judges nearly always lssue

sentences to run concurrently on each

count, Novak probably will receive -

the same sentence as he would if
convicted on ail 12 counts, Johnston
said,

Novak was indicted along with
another Ankeny teacher, John Buck,
25, who Is awaiting trial on eight
counts of committing the same
oIfense

Novak 31, allegedly did “fondle or
touch” the boys in a sexual manner

between January, 1975, and January, -
1977, according to the Indictment. .

Buck allegedly committed the
offenses between June, 1974, and
November, 1576. .

Novak taught junior high school
social studies, but has resigned.
Johnston said Novak used his position
as a Boy Scout troop leader to make
contact with the boys.

B
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March 11, 1977

Mr. Robert M, Mills
Scout Executive
Mid-Iowa Council, No.l77

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
Re: Robert J. Novac

Desr Mr. Mills:

In reaponsa to your lstter of March 4, we are enclosinz a confidential
record gsheet. In addition to this completed record sheet wa wonld
appreciate a copy of the police or court records concerning the above
Sconter. We would also like to lmow the disposition of this casge
after it goes to trial., This material is important for future
reference purposes and will help strengthen our position of placing
this man on our file.

Sincerely,

Paul I. Ernst, Director
Registration % Subscription Service

af
Enel.
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MID ®WA COUNCIL BC,-177

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
4127 University Avenue
DES MOINES, IOWA 50311
PHONE 279-3648

March L, 1977

Registration Service
National Council

Boy Scouts of America

North Brunswick, N.J. 08902

Re: Information regarding
confidential files.

Gentlemen:

This letter is to report on the misconduct of Robert J. Novac currently
registered as scoutmaster of troop #182, sponsored by the United
Methodist Mens Club of Ankeny, fowa 50021.

Mr. Novac's current address is 410 S.E. 11th <t., Ankeny, lowa 50021.
He began as scoutmaster in 1972 and prior to that was registered as a
member of the troop committee. Mr. Novac is single and approximately

30 years of age. His separation should be effective March 1, 1977.

Statements of individuals involved are enclosed for your record.
You should know that there has been formal charges lodged against
Mr. Novac and it is now pending a grand jury investigation and if
the investigation justifies it will be turned over to the court for

criminal action.
If you need additional information, please advise.
Sincerply, .

Rébert M. Mills

%ﬁg(i? Scout Executive
. 4 u ) ~v ‘_\ 0
(\{"é > Scouting today’s a Ist »ore than sou think. ’ E/;z ﬁp&@@ﬂ%@

R
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