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"47‘jIJ
QONFIDE:NTIAL RECCRD SHEET . '
REGISTRATION AND SUBSCRIPTICN SERVICE Appendix A

BOY SCCUTS OF AMERICA

DATE September 30, 1981

FULL JAME James R. Lankton
{No initials if you can possibly give full name)
ADDRESS 5911 X. Isabell
cIm™Y Pecria STATE Illinois 7ZIP CODE 61614
DATE OF BIRTH Sept. 1932 (This is important and should be exact)
APPROXIMATE AGE (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not knowm)
RELIGION Presbyterian JATIONALITY _ American !

OCCUPATION Contractor

ZDUCATION College Graduate
WEIGHT 170 HEICHT g' qACcE white
COLOR OF HAIR Brown/grey COLOR OF ZYES blue

OUTSTANDING CHYARACTERISTICS OR INTERESTS none noted

MARRIZD OR sIycLz farried CHIZDREN _ Three

WIFE'S NAME Carol ;

SCOUTING CONJNECTIONS: Council Vice President, Zxecutive 3card

UNIT # CITY STATE QFFICE DATE REGISTERED DATE RESICGNED
expiration oL

g30u Peoria I11 Scoutmaster unit 10/31/81 9/2u/81

SPECIAL RECCGNITION Silver 3eaver -

SUSPENDED OR DENIED REGISTRATICN FOR FOLLOWING REASONS:

Actions With 3oys.

SPECITY THE FACTS WEICH LEAD YCU 70 RECCMMEND DENIAL OF REGISTRATTION AND

ATTACY SUPPCRTING DCCUMENTS (STATE ONLY XNOWN FACTS, NOT RUMOR, CONJECTURE

OR SPECULATION): air . ;b Koo £ T

F. STARON
CCl 131981

oy -

NQOTIED R //‘vq
' . Signed - LIl A VAP 60/"“
' < 5COUT EXECUTIVE
FEB19'82 5 UT
Council W.D.Boyce Council #138

¥

JOSEPH L. e
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' February 24, 198z -

. .. = Lag
Mr. Ralph S. Kroehler

Scout Executive

W. D. Boyca Council,: No. 138

SUBJECT: James Lankton

Dear Ralph:

'nxank you for the detatled information concerning the. above Scoutar _He
have reviewed this case with ocur Attorney and havse ncw placed this man on
the Confidential Pile.

Sincerely,

Paul I. Exnst, Director .
;:Registration. Snbacript.ian_._&

ccr - Zagt Central Ragion .
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December 2, 1381

Mr. Ralph S. Xroehler
Council Executive
W.D. Boyce Council, No. 133

PERSONAL AND CONFPIDENTIAL
Dear Ralph:
Thanks so much for the information on James Lankton. This certainly makes. us "'; IR

a2 complete file and should enable us to refuse registration at any tine in. the
future.

t S

Please let us know if there are any further items which you secure coace:n.i.nq
Mr. Lanktone.

Thanks again for your very complete file which will help anyone who sits J’.n ocr‘
position in the future. -

Sincerely,

" paul I. Ernst, Director
Registration, Snbacription &
Stat.istical Service ’ :
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'D. Boyce Council No. 138

November 25, 1381

Mr. Paul I. Ernst

Director

Subscription § Statistical Service
Boy Scouts of America

1325 Walnut Hill Lane

Irving, Texas 75062-1296

Dear Paul:

Enclosad are our complete notes on James R. Lankton.- Jm -
is not-appealing. this decision. He is currently taklng
treatment and his family iIs aware of the groblem and
supporting him.

Siﬁaerely,

“ Ralph Sfﬁg;Eénler

Council Executive

RSK/bu

enc.

614 N.E. Madison Avenue - Peoria, [llinois 61603 - Telephone (309) 673-6136

Member of United Ways
COI\-IlFOOQ‘l 49
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w.D. 30YCZ couuc:;‘ .oz SCOUTS CF AMERICA

ZEPCRT CF MEETING ZEZLD SEPTEMBER 21, 1981 BETWERN FARENTS OF LITIDBERG
SCHECCL TRCCP 30L AND SCOUT NG REFRESINTATIVES BiLPY ARCESLER AND DANIZL

MIZLZR.

SACKGRCWND:  This meeting was arranged at the request of the sarents following
btk iAol - - - i

a series of telephone calls to the Service Center aledging moral misconduct of
Scoutmaster James lankton withtheir sons.

Filve different families (Hushand or wife or botk) met with Kroehler and Miller
to review their Scout son related story. These are reviewed, without identificat-
ion of names, as family number one through five below.

FAMILY CNE: related that on a late Spring (1981) camping trip her son had in-
vf formed her that Lankton had fondled the buttocks of her son.

"FAMILY TWO: related that on this same camping trip Lankton had net only fondled
‘ the buttocks of her son while fully clothed but had resched inside
his underware to fondle,

FAMILY THRZE: related several instances. Scouts are asked to come to Scoutmaster's
home or business offices for counseling sessions. Wife or business

‘ associates were absende and boy was asked to sit on SM's lap for
p counselingj;y Asked if they wanted Lo be "ickled" or if they wanted
to "rough-house". Boy related "rougn-house" meant to be grasrvad

by feet and swung about in a cifcle around SM. Soy related that in
hls case, he was swung with his nants down around his ankles.

ratest instance was %o meet. at SH!s office with no-one else rresent
for a conference. EHere belt was removed, feet were tisd together
with belt, pants were pulled down and boy was hung from office
door.

TAHILY TOUR: Related latest campout when Lankbon kook nine new Scouts oa
camping trip alone (at Wokanda}. 3Hoys were taken to isolated

. campsite. When boy returned he stated "I hate Mr. Lankton'!
’ Wren pressed for explanation of statement he finally admitted
he had been taken into tent by Lankton, forced to remove lower
clothing and Lankton then had lain down with boy on toy of him

and proceeded to give boy a '"rubdown" (This campout in early
September 1981)

‘ lelated experiences of son on Late Sgring (1981) campout. Three
v boys in one tent. During nignt one boy was complaining of stomach
ache. Laniton entered tent to assist boy and proceeded to rub
stomach area of boy. However, following this "freatment" he then
turned to her son and also gave him a rub down, including groin

5 area and crivates.

-

Jea -
Several families having older or longer tenured Scouts, after having heard the
above from their younger sons, question older sons. Older boys had learned to
say '"mo" when asked to sit in lap and had agresd amoung themselves never to be
alore with Lankton. They stated that "rubdowns" are common experiences when
clothed but nore nad had the exceriences “he soungar boys have had.

i

1
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October 15, 1981

U U RES mphl' 8. Kroehler . e ’-’:f‘,v: 7'”:._":7‘.2.:'_. TR R
E. D. Baoyce Council, Ho. 138 o

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTTAL , , T

Dear Ralph: e 1

Thank you for your ‘data.iled letter concerning James R. Lankton. This informatiom '
will be most beneficial to us in refusing registration wherever Mr. Lankton

--Please send me the details which you have in your files. Wa have always askad~:

* that all the records in this type of situmation be kept in the Hational office-
not in the locat cowuncil office bacause of the embarragsment that could be in—~
cured if the wrong individuals would read the file. o -

-

=3
*

'If any further mattars come up or if Mr. Lankton tries to appeal this daci.sion,
please let us-imow and we will work with you in any way necessary. I shall’ -
lock forward to receiving the additional material from you sa that we may set .. ..

up ocur file. Thanks again for the detailed latter explaining the action which o
has taken placed. S

e S

sangzely .

: : CONF009163
DYKES_|_ 007032

Plaintiff's Exhibit 520
Page 19 of 24



October 8, 19481

Mr. Paul Ermst

Director of Registration
Boy Scouts of America
1325 Walnut Hill Lane
Irving, Texas 75062-1296

Dear Paul:

Subject: James R. Lankton, 5911 N. Isabell, Peoria, Illinois,
6§1614. Registered as Executive Board member and as
Scoutmaster of Trocop 0304.

Enclosed is a copy of the resignation received from James R.
Lankton. He has stopped all activity in Scouting. With the
help of his wife and minister he is securing professional help.

On September 17, 198l, Director of Field Service, Daniel G.
Miller, recelved a call from a parent who did not identify
himselZ but reported on actions of a Scoutmaster that he felt were
unacceptable. He receaived hlS information from his son but
wanted to check into his son's story further. Later the same

day, Miller received a call from a mother who did identify her-
self, Mrs. , and reported on what her son had said.
This was in reference to the boy's Scoutmaster, James R. Lankton..
Miller immediately reoorted to Ralph S. Kroehler, Scout Executlve
Kroehler tried to contact MR- set up an appomt«-
ment but did not make any contact.

9/18/81. Kroehler returned a call te Reverend Robert Gates.

Reverend Gates reported that a Mrs. ad called -
him about what to do over her son's oy out N1s’ Scoutmaster:
James,R,hLankton. - Lo

9/18/81. Xroehler set uo an appointment for 7:00 P. M. on 9/21
“with Reverend and Mrs. o contact was’ able to b

. made with Mrs. SSNyNNm- . A I SR

614N E. Madison Avenue - Peoria, [llinois 61603 - » Telephone ( 309)613-6136 "‘JSTARON

Member of United Wavs
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Kroehler talked to[j I because he knew that the
had & _son that was thinking of joining Troop 304, but
didn't join. [ replied that his boy and wife did not like:
Lanktons' actions in touching the boy and having him sit on his
lap. Also had heard rumors that Lankton fondled the
boys.

—-.2..

9/18/81. Mrs. called lyer and an appointment was
made to see her at 2:00 P.M. on 4

§/21/81. Kroehler and Miller went to the home at 2:00

P X Other parents were present having_been invited by Mrs.
They were Reverend and Mrs. who we were
scne ed to meet that eveningl), Mr. § Mr® (this

was the man who called on 3/17 and did not identify himself),
Mrs. and Mrs. (whose son had not joined the ‘
troop because of an incident).

One parent reported that her son said Lankton had fondled his
buttocks on a spring of 1981 camping trip.

Another parent reported their son said on this same camping
trip Lankton had fondled his buttocks and alsc reached inside
his underwear to fondle.

A third family reported several incidents. Son was asked to
came to Lankton's office when no one else was present. Then
asked to sit on Lankton's lap. When asked if he wanted to be
tickled or rough-housed, he had his pants pulled down arcund
his ankles and then his legs were hooked behind Lankton's head
and he was swung around in this position. On another instance,
at Lankton's office, his belt was removed, feet were tied to-
gether with the belt, pants pulled down and then was hung from
the oifice door. '

A fourth report was on Lankton taking nine new Scouts alone on
a4 camping trip. When boy returned from camping trip he said,
"L hate Mr. Lankton". When parents pushed for an answer, he
said he was taken into a tent by Lankton, told to remove his
lower clothing, and then Lankton laid down with the boy on top
of him and proceeded to give the boy a "rubdown™. (boy's words)
Campout in September 1981.

Fifth family related experience in spring of 1981 campout.
Three boys were in one tent; one boy complained of a stomach
ache. Lankton entered the tent to assist the boy and rubbed
the stomach area. Thenr turned to the son of the fifth family
and gave him a& rub down including the groin area and privates.

One family, having an older son, after hearing the report from
the youngest son, questioned the clder son. The older son T
‘reported that the older boys have learned to say mno when asked :"}.l1%.

to sit on Lankton's Iap and how not to be alone with Lankton

because of his actions.
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These five families also reported on other families they had
learned of who had similar experiences. One parent reported
there had been an incident about five years ago where a parent
had complained to the District Executive and they had met with
an assistant Scoutmaster, Henry Sinclair, but nathing further
had happened.

9/21/81. Ralph Kroehler and Dan Miller met with Council
President, Robert Wilkins, to review the reports to date.
Wilkins made appointments with some of the parents so he could
get his own information from them.

9/21/81. Ralph Kroehler and Dan Miller met with Henry Sineclair,

assistant Scoutmaster of the troop, to get a report on an inci-
dent five years ago. Sinclair did not give details of the
ineident other than a parent had made a complaint at that time.
Sinclair and the District Executive had met with Lankton and
the parent and felt everything was resolved satisfactorily.
Sinclair also said he would contact some parents. Later that
night, Sinclair called Kroehler to report he knew of another
parent who had a report of an incident. Sinclair told the
parent to call Kroehler. (Note: - that parent never called).

9/22/81. Ralph Kroehler met with Jim Baldwin, Scouting Coord-
inator, and long-~time friend of James Lankton, and reviewed the
reports. Baldwin has a son in college who was in the troop a
long time plus another son currently in the troop. Baldwin to
check with some parents and his sons. Later that day Baldwin
called Xroehler to say that he had talked to at least cne
parent and his son in college and there was nc longer any
question left in his mind about the reports.

9/21/81 - 9/22/81l. Kroehler and Wilkins talked together on
beth days. Wilkins is convinced of the general correctness of
the reports. They set up an appointment to see Med Tornow,
Cheirman of the Troop Committee, and an attorney, for 3/23/81.

9/23/81. Wilkins and Kroehler meet with Med Tornow and outline
the problem. Tornow indicated some surprise but at same time
said he had some concerns that had not been expressed about

Lankton's actions. Tornow followed up with contacts of his own'_

to confirm our reports.

Baldwin called Kroehler to report he had talked with his young-
est son and definitely had no questions left.

Kroehler made appointmént with Lankton for 11:00 A.M. at the
Council Service Center on 3/24/81.

9/24/81. Robert Wilkins, Council President; Med Tdrnow, Troop fﬂ

Committee Chairman; and Ralph Kraehler, Scout Executive, met . -
with James R. Lankton. Wilkins complimented Lankton on his
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long service to Scouting and his great work, but told him we

had reports of actions with boys unacceotable to Scou*lng, and
asked for his res;gnatlon. No specific charges were made.
-After some expression of feelings Lankton s;gned;aQresignaxiqq.
(copy attached) - Rt
Tornow and Kroehler then took Lankton to his minister's office.

There is greater detail of these actions in the file at the
Council SerV1ce Centear.

\‘ijjerely,
w< /{/WMV/}\
e Ral S. Kroehler
Council Executive
R3K/bu

cc/Robert Durgin, Associate Area Director

attach:

S CONF009167
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LINDBERG SCHOOL PARINTS CLUB TRCOOQP
B0YCE COUNCIL,

AW. D.

614 N.E. Madison Avenue -

ign all posiztions with both Trcor 30
uncil, 3oy SC“uua of America, and wi
rt in any Scouting leadersiip positi

3gu AND

BCY SCOUTS QF AMERICA

Peoria. Hlinois 61603 « Telephone t309) 673-6136

Member of United W
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